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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION - COMMISSION

In the Matter of ;
Auto Sound Campany, Tne. ) MUR 4931
Howard Honighanm )

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Commission (“"Commission”), pursuant
to information ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory responsibilitics.
The Commission found reason to belicve that Respondents Auto Sound Company, Inc. and

Howard Honigbaum knowingly and willfully violated 2 U.S.C, §§ 441f and 441b(a).

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondeats, having participated in
informal methods of conciliation, prior to a finding of probable cause to belicve, do hereby agree
as follows:

L The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondents and the subject matter of this
proceeding, and this agreement has the effect of an agreement entered pursuant to 2 U.S.C.
§ 43T)OXAYD-
I.  Respondents have had a reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be
taken in this matter.
IO.  Respondents enter voluntarily into this agrecment with the Commission.
V. TheWtﬁctsinﬂthumufoﬂow;:
_ Aclors
1. Respondent Auto Sound Company, Inc. (“Auto Sound”), located in Brockton,
Massachusetts, is a distributor of Audiovex Corporation (*Audiovox™) products,
2 Respondent Howard Honigbaum is the President of Auto Sound.
3. FPhilip Christopher is the Executive Vice President of Audiovox and the President
of Audiovox Communications Corporation, a subsidiary of Audiovox.
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Applicgblc Law

4 Thc Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (th;"Act"-'). rmakes it
unlawful for any person to make a contribution in the name of another person or
for any person to knowingly permit his or her name to be used to make such a
confribution. Morcover, no persen may knowingly help or assist any person i
maléin;t contribution in the name of@ﬁu. 2US.C. § 4411 11 CFR.
. § 110.4(b)(1(iii). |
s. Between 1995 and 1999, Honighaum made eighteen $1,000 co‘ntribulions to
candidates for federal office at Christopher’s request.
6. Between 1995 and 1999, Audiovox, through Christopher, made psyments totaling
$95,935 to Auto Sound.
7. Honighauin contributed $1,000 to Shelby for U.S. Senate on January 25, 1996,
and $1,000 to Fricads of Lec Hamilton on March &, 1996. On April 4, 1996,
Audiovox made a $2,000 payment to Auto Sound.
8. Honigbaum contributed $1,000 to the Clinton/Gore *96 Primary Committee on
April 22, 1996, and $1,000 to Hoke for Cangress on Apnil 30, 1996. On May 13,
1996, Audiovox made a $3,000 payment to Auto Sound.
Yiolations
V.  Reason to believe is a statutory prerequisite to an investigation 8s to whether there is
probable cause to believe a violation occurred. The Commission has neither considered nor
made findings as ta whether there is probsble cause to-believe that the violations in this matter

were knowing and willful. Respondent Howard Honigbaum acknowledges that by permitting
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Audiovox to make campaign contributions in his nams he violated 2 U.S.C. § 441f. Respondent
Auto Sound Company, Inc. scknowledges that by sssisting Audiovox in making campaign
contributions in Howard Honigbaum's name it violated 2 U.S.C. § 441f. Respondents will cease
and desist from violating 2 U.S.C, § 441£

Sivil Penal
VL  Respondents will pay a civil penalty 1o the Federal Election Commission in the amount of
Thirty Thousand dollars (§30,000), in three payments of $10,000, pursuant to 2 U.S.C.
§ 437g(a)(5)(B). The civil peaslty will bo paid 25.follows: | .

1. Theinitial payment of $10,000 is due upon the signing of this agrecment.

2. The second payment of $10,000 is due no more than 30 days from the date this
agreement becomes effective.

3. The third payment of $10,000 is due no more than 60 days from the date this
agreement becomes effective.

4. In the event that any instaliment payment is not received by the Comemission by the
fifth day after it becomes due, the Commission may, at its discretion, accelerats the
remaining payments and cause the entire amount to become due upon ten days written

+ natice to the respondents. Failure by the Commission to acéelerate the payments with
regand to any overdue installment shall not be construed as a waiver of its right 1o do
.to with regard to future overdue installments.
QOther Provisions
VIL  The Commission, on request of anyone filing a complaint under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(1)
concerning the matters at issuc herein or on its own motion, may review compliu.u:e with this
agreement. Ifthe Commission belicves that this agreement or any requirement thereof has been
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violated, it may institute a civil action for relicf in the United States District Court for the District
of Columbia. _

VII. Pursuantto2U.S.C. § 4373(0)(4.)(A)(i). this agreement, unless violated, is a complete bar
to further action by the Comumission against or concerning Respondents Howard Honigbaum and
Auto Sound Company, Inc. in connection with the facts relating to this matter.

IX. Thisagreement shall become cffective as clafthe date that all parties hereto have executed
same snd the Commission has spproved the entire agresment.

X.  Respondents understand that the recipient campaign committees will be requested to
disgorgo the sbove-reforanced reimbursed contriburions to the United States Treasury.
Respondents waive any and all claims they may have to the refind or reimbursement of such

contributions.

(text continued on next page)
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matters raised herein, and no other statement, promise, or agreement, either written or oral, madc.
by either party or by sgents of cither party, that is not contained in this written agreement shall be
enforceable.

FOR THE COMMISSION:

Lawrence H. Norton
General Counsel

BY: born . § %.«_-4’-{}/ - SZ/w 4:2_7
Rhonda J. vﬁ / Daté

Associate General Counsel
for Enforcement

. FOR THE RESPONDENTS:
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